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A MYTHICAL CREATURE AT MUFON :

Imagine our surprise & amusement when we saw on the cover of the
March 1999 MUFON Journal a full-page photo of Walt Andrus himself, dress-
ed in short pants and smiling like a kid who has found a new toy. Indeed,
he is holding a large piece of plaster of paris, in which is embedded a
mystery skeleton which, he claims, may well tie in with the visitors-from-
Space syndrome. Beginning on Page 3 1is the lead article, entitled "The
Alien?" and personally written by MUFON International Director Walt Andrus:

The story is rather convoluted, but it jells nicely with the famed
Aurora, Texas UFO crash of 1897. Unfortunately, the Aurora case is gen-
erally accepted in the UFO field as having
been a hoax. This is the conclusion reached
by historian Ronald Story in his 1980 "Ency-
clopedia of UFOs", and also by better-known
UFO historian Jerry Clark. (And also by Dr.
J. Allen Hynek and others!) Clark has a long
article about Aurora in his most recent en-
cyclopedia, detailing the involvement of var-
ious researchers through the years, including
Hayden Hewes of the International UFO Bureau
(now defunct), and MUFON.

According to a letter written in 1925
and re-discovered some time after that, two
cigar-shaped spaceships landed near Ladonia,
Texas on the night of April 16th, 1897, and
little men were seen moving about in the vi-
cinity of the ships. It is believed that one
of these ships crashed the next day in Au-
rora, slightly less than a hundred miles away.
(It starts to sound like Roswell already,
doesn't it - except that the event was over
a hundred years ago, and no eye-witnesses are
still alive!)

Anyhow, some time after 1929 (the date
is not made clear), a strange skeleton was
dug up near Ladonia and was shown to Profes-
sor Bob Slaughter, a well-known paleontolo-
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gist in that area. The skeleton is about forty
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Sadly, Bob Slaughter died in early 1998,
just months before Walt Andrus tried to contact him. All the other key
figures in the case are either dead or missing. Researching this weilrd
skeleton will not be easy, but in a phone interview with your "Smear" edi-
tor, Andrus vowed to go on trying:

One clue that Andrus might want to follow up 1is that Bob Slaughter
was a sculptor as well as a paleontologist.

And guess what! According to the MUFON Journal, Slaughter's widow
is working on a movie deal regarding all this, and the part of the deceas-
ed paleontologist is tentatively scheduled to be played by famed actor
Paul Newman. Egads.

Let us close with a quote from Jerry Clark's commentary on the Au-
rora case: "All stories of 19th century UFO crashes must be viewed as
suspect. It is probable that few such reports were believed, or even
meant to be believed, in their time. Some are obvious jokes...Newspaper
hoaxing and frontier humor surely have far more to do with the genesis of
these reports than do interplanetary tragedies..."

MUFON's membership has been slipping badly of late, partly because
of the Internet, and partly for other reasons. We suspect that Andrus,
with the help of the Journal's new editor Dwight Connelly, hopes to re-
verse this trend by jazzing things up a bit. Way to go, Walt:

Later: Through the kindness of Judith Slaughter, "Smear" has ob-
tained her late husband's book. Perhaps the best part is the Introduction,
written by a friend named George Toomer, supposedly a professor of compara-
tive religion at Ladonia (Texas) University.

Professor Toomer is a fascinating combination of athiest, agnostic,
and 4-D Thinker. Bob Slaughter apparently had much the same point of view.
(Come to think of it, maybe Toomer is Slaughter!) Here are a few 1little
gems from the Introduction:

"If one mythological example is accepted, then it becomes hypocriti-
cal to disregard another. Can we laugh at Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny
and the Tooth Fairy while placing a call for an exorcist to chase away
a demonic possession?...A true believer in one mythical standard can't in
good conscience poo-poo the standard of another..."

Also: "The question of authenticity is no more important than that
of religious relics...There is really no right or wrong answer when dealing

with the mystical - one accepts or rejects according to one's current pop-
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ular faith in such things..."

Finally: "A hoax is when someone is fooled. It's different from a
lie in my opinion. Generally, only a fool can be a victim of a hoax,while
the victim of a lie is usually one who had the faith to believe and was
misled..."

Next comes the "Alien" chapter, followed by a chapter about mermaids,
followed by a chapter about leprechauns; and so it goes, on through this
fascinating little tome! If only Prof. Slaughter were still alive, we
would surely consider giving him our coveted "Ufologist of the Year" Award:
Slaughter appears to be in the school of the late, great Charles Fort him-
self, who deliberately assigned absurd theories to anomalous data, just to
make us think!

"PROJECT AWARENESS"
DOES IT AGAIN:

In an era of decreasing attendance at UFO conventions, Project Aware-
ness' recent conclave at Pensacola Beach, Florida (next to Gulf Breeze)
was quite a success - drawing between 500 and 600 people. This group
sponsors two or three conventions per year, in various parts of the state
of Florida. (The next one will be in Clearwater, in mid-November.)

As usual, Whitley Strieber was one of the most interesting out of
approximately ten guest speakers on the program. He sold & autographed
his current book "Confirmation", as pictured below, and he is currently
working on another book called "The Coming Superstorm". The new offering
concerns a weird experience he had on June 6th, 1998, while in Toronto on
a book tour. It seems that a very strange human-looking guy knocked on
his door in the middle of the night, and proceeded to give him words of
wisdom that Strieber takes very seriously. "The Coming Superstorm" is co-
authored with famed radio personality Art Bell.

Strieber also mentioned that he soon will be taking another detailed
lie detector test. We predict that he will pass.

Another speaker we enjoyed was Edgar Evans Cayce, sole surviving son
of the well-known psychic from Virginia Beach, Va., who died in 1945. We
knew little about the elder Cayce, but now learn that he must have been a
very kind and sincere man. A few of his predictions have come true, though
many others have not - at least not yet.

And then there was Lloyd Pye, a last-minute substitute for a speaker
who couldn't make it. Pye spoke of the discovery (see below) of two alleg-
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edly alien or hybrid skulls, which were found in a mine shaft in Mexico

some sixty or seventy years ago. It isn't clear whether these skulls are
pre-Columbian or not, as they have not yet been dated. Pye is a Bigfoot
researcher who has become side-tracked onto the alien syndrome. His work
was mentioned in Bob Brown's letter to the editor in our last issue of

"Smear".

We would have enjoyed hearing for the first time Philip Corso, Jr.,
son of the late Lt. Col. Philip Corso, who was the author of "The Day Af-
ter Roswell". However, Junior couldn't make it, and his substitute was
the noted Dr. Roger Leir, the foot doctor who has become intensely inter-
ested in alien implants. Leir has worked closely with Strieber and others,
and as his Project Awareness biography tells us, he is on the "cutting
edge" of UFO research:.

Other speakers included a bright energetic young lady named Prudence
Calabrese, whose topic was "Encounters with the Grey Dude". She also at-
tempted to give the audience a two-hour crash course in remote viewing,
which, though it may well exist, 1s beyond the humble capabilities of your
"Smear" editor.

Also on the program was Bob Oechsler, back from a four-year self-
imposed exile from the UFO community; Linda Moulton Howe, ranting on
about the latest MJ-12 documents; Nancy Talbott, in "The Layman's Guide
to a Scientific Look at Anomalous Events;" and Michael Lindemann in "The
Future of Extraterrestrial Contact". There was also an unusual event in
the lecture program, called "The People's Court", in which your editor was
unexpectedly invited to participate as a panelist.

The convention ended with a Secret Meeting late Sunday afternoon,
hosted by former MUFON Eastern Regional Director Donald Ware. This was an
annual event of Ware's, in which he invites people to come & speak freely
about their sightings, contacts, abductions, etc. Although Ware was cor-
dial to us in other ways, he refused to let us into the Secret Meeting
even as an "observer", as he insists that the press is never invited.

Sadly, there was no UFO sighting at the Project Awareness convention
this year. Last year a daylight sighting was made by several attendees
and was even videotaped. The object looked pretty much like an airplane
to us, but more knowledgeable souls deemed it to be a "real" UFO.

TIDBITS OF TRASH:

Steve Mansee of Chicago, the fellow who kindly puts "Smear" on the
Internet for us, has moved us to a new site, which is: http://www.martians
gohome.com/smear - for all you Web fans out there! The choice of title
was his, not ours, but we think it's kind of cute....

This year's NUFOC convention will take place at the Seven Oaks Hotel
in San Antonio, Texas, on Saturday, September 25th. Scheduled speakers
include Karl Pflock, Walt Andrus of MUFON, Roswell expert Kevin Randle, &
your "Smear" editor. There will also be a special guest appearance by
Whitley Strieber. The local host 1is Dennis Stacy, former editor of the
MUFON Journal. More details as the date gets closer...

England's Timothy Good claims that the notorious "MJ-12 First Annual
Report" has typing peculiarities amazingly similar to those in personal
letters Good received from the mysterious Tim Cooper. Cooper is one of
several people responsible for passing along the new batch of MJ-12 docu-
ments. Good Show, Good!...

On March 8th, Richard Hoagland of Martian monolith fame had a seri-
ous heart attack, though he is expected to recover. In an Internet post-
ing, Whitley Strieber suggests that the heart attack might have been
brought on by vicious verbal attacks by those skeptical of Hoagland's be-

lief s¥stem. _("Smear" was not involved in this, if it happened.)
n reality, Hoagland may Just as well have been under stress due to
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fear that the new Mars photos now being received will show his Martian
artifacts to be nothing more sinister than natural formations. These pic-

tures are 20 to 40 times more detailed than any previous ones, according
to what we have read...

Computer multi-millionaire Joe Firmage will formally launch his In-
ternational Space Sciences Organization in May, and this will include all
sorts of detailed information on the Internet. There will also be prizes
of up to $5,000 each for pro-UF0 essays "not more than one hundred pages
in length". There will be a new round of prizes every six months. Wow...

Believe it or not, the asteroid formerly known as 1983 RMZ/ 7277 has
formally been renamed "Klass", in honor of ufology's favorite arch-debunk-
er, this according to a lesser-known debunker named James McGaha...

(Continued to Page 8)

PFlock PTalk / MUSINGS ON THE CURRENT STATE OF UFOLOGY
by Karl Pflock, Our Contributing Editor & Fifth Columnist

Maybe it's Jjust because the Esteemed Edi-
tor and I haven't yet found a publisher for our
book "Shockingly Close to the Truth" (hint,hint,
you publishers and potential backers/investors
out there), but it seems to me ufology's in a
terrible slump. And from where I sit, it looks
like the deepest, darkest, dumbest slump since
the Field was spawned in '47.

There have been slumps before, but those
were different, caused by things outside our
control - UFO-sighting droughts or apparent
droughts, and high-profile official debunkings
like the Condon Report - deflating general pub-
lic interest and drying up the positive cash flow of UFO groups and au-
thors. The heart and (most of) the mind of ufology remained sound. Good
researchers kept working. The fringies remained on the fringe and gen-
erally harmless, not taken seriously by many in or outside the Field.

This time it's different, largely self-inflicted, with much help
from TV (argh) and the (Argh!) Internet. The former is an electronic
National Enquirer (although when Bob Pratt was with the Enquirer, it did
some good UFO reporting). The Net is a giant virtual petri dish, incu-
bating and spreading virulent foolishness and paranoia with lightning
speed, infecting the minds of the credulous in far greater numbers and
far more quickly than ever before possible.

In no small degree, the fringies aren't fringies any longer. Ros-
well is clung to desperately 1in the face of overwhelming facts. Amateur-
ish hoax documents ginned up by a transparent phony are touted by a lead-
ing ufologist and his son - with massive financial backing from a too-rich
too-soon wonderkind. An alien (maybe) skeleton "in armour bright" makes
the cover of the MUFON UFO Journal, the subject of an article (badly) writ-
ten by MUFON's International Director for Life. Our Lady of the Moldy
Cows seeks to revive the Aztec crash hoax and isn't given the hook! (There
may be more to Aztec than a hoax in aid of a con - as those of you who at-
tend my talk at this year's National UFO Conference will learn.) Absurd
theories about abductions are propounded by top abductologists with little
resistance from within the ranks of "pro-ufology". Etc., etc., etc.

As with Gresham's law (bad money drives out good), the tidal wave of
nonsense 1s overwhelming the trickle of worthwhile material. Even so,there

are a few reasons to hope for better days. But I'm out of Space. So, un-
til next time...
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Cartoonist MATT GRAEBER delights us with:

"Below is my composite (forensic) sketch which I think is 'a smoking
gun piece of evidence' that establishes beyond a shadow of a doubt the
fact that two alien space craft of the turn-of-the-century air ship type
did land near the town of Ladonia, Texas, in April of 1897. I do not un-
derstand why Mr. Andrus and other UFO experts who have handled this little
creature's remains, along with its handsome breast plate and sword, con-
tinue to pussy-foot around the obvious. They should Jjust say it like it
really is, about this momentous discovery.

"The creature is not one of a new genus and species 'ladonia wallac-
ia' as the late Professor Slaughter proclaims. Actually, it is a fine
specimen of a 'Marvinicus Martianius', or Marvin the Martian type entity.

"...Suggestion: I think that full-size plaster replicas of the alien
skeleton should be made available to MUFON members who would like to have
one for a rec-room wall decoration or front lawn shrine. A limited edi-
tion would bring the highest prices and be sought by collectors of impec-
cable taste. The original might even be sold to pop-king Michael Jackson
for a handsome price."

STEVE MANSEE, "Smear's" link to the Net, writes as follows regarding
the Y2K problem:

"...How bad will it be? Glitches here and there, likely more comi-
cal than disastrous. However, there will be a perception of a huge prob-
lem, and, with computers as with ufology, perception can take on a life of
its own. Every mechanical thing that goes wrong in the weeks surrounding
next January lst will be blamed on the YZ2K bug, and we've already seen
just how well the Y2K issue fits into the delusions of Millennialist crack-
pots. We will see persons who will feel compelled to bring their Doomsday
fantasies into reality, and they will not confine themselves to computer
viruses..."

Ufologist JOHN FORD of Long Island, still in Jjail, sends us this up-
date on his situation:

"I have now been found competent to stand trial, and have been sent
down from Mid Hudson Center to Riverhead (N.Y.) County Jail as of Thurs-
day. It was sudden and a surprise to me that they did this so quickly.
Only a week ago I was interviewed by the Hospital Forensic Committee, and

they rendered their opin-
ion that I was competent.
Wﬁ“wk I guess I am a priority
case still, and the Jjudge
EXH'B'TS AS\ B w can't wait to try the case.
I should be going to court
this week and I1'1l1l find
out more.

"Please send 'Saucer
Smear' to me at the follow-
ing address: John Ford,
Riverhead County Jail; 100
Centre Drive, Riverhead,
N.Y. 11901. Please keep
me informed of the current
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PHIL KLASS writes:

"Perhaps you are right about the Cash-Landrum case - that a nuclear

powered aircraft exploded and irradiated Betty, Vicki and Colby - but
(mysteriously) did not irradiate their car or the area where they (alleg-
edly) stopped. (Schuessler checked for radiation but found none.) If
Betty was seriously radiated, surely the crews of the 23 helicopters (al-
legedly) escorting the aircraft would have been very seriously irradiat-
ed and all would have soon died - word of which would surely have 1leaked
out to the media.

"And, despite 'Aviation Leak's' many, many highly placed military
and industry sources, it never heard about such a nuclear powered aircraft
being built and test flown - and exploding. (Av. Week sharply criticized
the Pentagon for cancelling its nuclear powered aircraft program around
1960, as I recall. One reason the program was cancelled was that its
flight crew could only fly about 100 hours before acquiring a maximum-
safe radiation level, after which they would be retired.)

"If Betty Cash was in excellent health (except for open-heart sur-
gery) prior to the 'UFO incident', why wouldn't she and Schuessler be ea-
ger to make public her pre- 1n01dent medical records??? If Betty suffered
irradiation, why did she never suffer leukemia after the incident?..."

STEVEN DUNN writes:

"With reference to your item in the Feb. 15th 'Smear' about Phil
Klass' spinal surgery...l am sure that all in the UFO community, whether
an acknowledged researcher or a mere fan, also wish him well..."

And, TIM SWARTZ writes as follows:

"Enclosed is my 'Love Donation' for your wonderful 'Saucer Smear'.
I don't know how I have made it for so long without it. Keep up the ex-
cellent work."

ERICH AGGEN, JR., editor of "C-COMY writes:

"In May of 1998 I changed the subtitle of 'C-COM' to 'An Independent
Monthly Intelligence Report on Controversial Subjects'. Formerly the sub-
title had been 'An Independent UrFO/Unusual Information Newsletter Publish-
ed Monthly'. Thus, the emphasis has been changed from a purely UFO/Fort-
ean format. I nave a lot of controversial subjects that I am interested
in, tnat I intend to comment on, over and above UFOs. China is one of
them. It is my firm belief that 'kissing up' to China will ultimately be
very detrimental to the United States...

"I must admit I have been a bit lazy in the past two newsletters.
The new MJ-12 documents are interesting to me even if they are fakes. How-
ever, I printed them mainly to get the information out to interested per-
sons to tear apart at their leisure. I have no personal opinion about
their authenticity, except to say that I think whoever wrote parts of
them knew something. The best way to discredit information is with dis-
information or misinformation. Include parts of the truth with outright
lies, and all the documents are contaminated. Thus, any cynic or skeptic
would have a field day, and I would assume that you fall somewhere within
this category..."

Roswell researcher JERRY LUCCI writes as follows:

..By the way, one of the players (characters) who becomes complete-
ly overlooked in the MJ-12 saga is English author Timothy Good. As you may
recall, prior to Bill Moore's announcement in 1987, Mr. Good announced to

the British press the existence of the original MJ-12 documents which
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would be published in his first major work, 'Above Top Secret'. As a mat-
ter of fact, it was his announcement that forced the Moore/Friedman Camp
to proclaim they also had the documents.

"Several years ago in his follow-up, Mr. Moore published what he
called an unauthenticated memo from the director of Central Intelligence...
This same memo now appears as part of the new batch of MJ-12 related ma-
terial. Not only that, but after careful analysis, there definitely ap-
pears to be a similarity in the handwritten notes appearing on that and
another document dated sixteen years later...Amazing coincidence? I don't
think so. I think some people can't see the forest for the trees, and the
talent pool in this field is amazingly shallow. Let me know what you think"

England's CHRISTOPHER ALLAN writes as follows:

"Since MJ-12 is still being kept alive by artificial means (when it
should have died naturally long ago) I thought I would test Bill Moore's
assertion that he had never claimed that the original MJ-12 papers were
authentic. He now writes ('Smear', Feb. 15 issue) that he only claimed
'my research had given me no reason to think that they weren't authentic'.
Evidently a double negative, for him, is not equivalent to a single posi-
tive.

"In the Moore-Shandera press release of May 29, 1987 (reprinted on
June 11) we read the following: 'If the attached documents are genuine, as
all evidence obtained until now indicates, then the following conclusions
can be drawn', etc., etc.

"From the same release: 'It 1s our considered opinion, based upon
research and interviews conducted thus far, that the document and its con-
tents appear to be genuine'. Moore then employs the double negative by
saying that nothing has yet surfaced 'to suggest otherwise', and so on.

"In a release of September 11, 1987 we read: 'There is also compell-
ing evidence to suggest that a set of anonymously sent documents...(the
MJ-12 stuff)...may well be authentic.'

"Readers can draw their own conclusions. Perhaps Bill can go further
and tell us his views on the latest MJ-12 material touted by the Woods (fa-
ther & son). Having introduced MJ-12 to ufology over a decade ago, he sure-
ly has some interest in any follow-up documents.

"One writer here has described the MJ-12 saga as 'the thinking man's
UFO entertainment'.

"As for Phil Klass, I feel that one day he is likely to be treated
as was Donald Menzel after his death - namely by having his name dragged
through the dirt, with phoney documents suddenly turning up about his 'se-
cret life'. Inevitable, isn't it?..."

TIDBITS OF TRASH: (Continued from Page 5)

Our friend David Huggins, the artist/abductee from Hoboken, N.J., is
part of the cover story in the April issue of England's prestigious "Fort-
ean Times". Two of his nude alien-oriented paintings are reproduced in
the article, including one so raw that it had to be withdrawn from exhib-
ition at)a U.S. gallery. (It has, of course, appeared in a past issue of
"Smear".

...Here's another strange Millennium note: The International UFO
Museum in Roswell, New Mexico, will sponsor a mass wedding ceremony, both
religious and secular, at the midnight hour of December 31lst, 1999. This
is quite a creative idea, and we look forward to learning more about it..

Finally, our sincere thanks as always to all those who have gsent
material for this issue, especially Wm. LaParl Jr., Karl Pflock, and Tom
Benson. Without help from our Fans and anti-Fans; this zine could not
exist!




